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NOTE BY THE EDITOR. 

The value of these statistical investigations to medical science are 
almost too obvious to require any comment. Their extension over the 
whole of the foreign possessions of the Crown, which we understand to 
be the intention of Government, will supply the best information regard- 
ing the geographical distribution of diseases and the influence of parti- 
cular climates in aggravating or ameliorating them, and may, perhaps, 
by analogical deductions, lead to a knowledge of the causes which render 
some of the fairest portions of the globe so inimical to European life. 

The result of such investigations, extended over the whole globe, will 
open a new passage in the natural history of man ; for, as the colonial 
corps employed in our foreign possessions are composed of various 
races, Maltese, Negroes, Hottentots, Cingalese, Malays, and Hindoos, 
the Returns of the medical officers by whom they are attended, when 
arranged upon the same principle, and the results condensed as in this 
Report, will exhibit at one view the diseases to which each of these 
races are most subject, and the effect of these diseases, as compared with 
their influence on the constitution of Europeans serving in the same 
climate. Nor will these statistical details be useful to science alone ; 
but they have already been the means of drawing the attention of Go- 
vernment to the condition of the troops serving in the West Indies, and 
under the humane and intelligent directions of the Secretary-at-War, 
have led to many important ameliorations in their condition. The 
period of service there has been reduced from 10 to 3 years. Fresh 
provisions have been substituted for salt; improved barrack and hos- 
pital accommodation, and healthier localities have been provided for the 
white troops ; and in those islands which proved so exceedingly un- 
healthy to them garrisons of black troops have been substituted. It is 
thus that statistical investigations may be rendered available to the best 
of all purposes, that of improving the condition, increasing the health, 
and diminishing the sufferings and mortality of our countrymen. 



To the Editor of the Journal of the Statistical Society of London. 

Sir, — I beg to call your attention to a statement made at p. 315 of 
the last number of your Journal, respecting the increase of machinery 
employed in the cotton trade, which appears to me calculated to produce 
an erroneous and somewhat mischievous impression. 

You stated that the steam-power employed in the cotton manufac- 
ture in Lancashire and Cheshire has increased, since July, 1835, from 
24,597 horses to 39,974, or 62 per cent., or (leaving out the engines 
merely in process of erection) that the increase has been from 24,597 
to 35,787 horses, or above 45 per cent. 

Now there are only three ways in which this alleged increase can 
have taken place. 1st, by an increased consumption of the raw ma- 
terial ; 2nd, by spinning and manufacturing finer fabrics, which require 
more machinery for the same weight of cotton ; or, 3rd, by adding power- 
looms to the previously existing spinning-mills, which would thus weave 
their yarn instead of selling it. 

1 . Now the consumption of the raw material has only increased from 
18,161 bags weekly, in 1835, to 20,785, in 1837, or 14j per cent. 
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2. It is pretty well known, I believe, in the trade, that for the last 
year and a half, or more, the tendency has been rather to increase the 
coarser and diminish the finer fabrics, and therefore to employ relatively 
less machinery than before. 

3. The only remaining way of accounting for the alleged increase, 
therefore, is to assume that the additional steam-power has been em- 
ployed for working power-looms — and undoubtedly this has been the 
case to a considerable extent. But (since we have no reason whatever 
to believe that hand-looms have been diminished) if the increase of 
power has been 45 per cent., and the increase of cotton consumed only 
14^- per cent., the export of yarn must, in this case, have fallen off 30 J 
per cent. The contrary, however, is the fact. The export of yarn was, 
in 1835, 82 millions of pounds, and in 1837 (an extraordinary year) 
105 millions, being an increase of 28 per cent. 

It would appear, therefore, either that the steam-power actually at 
work in 1835 was greatly under-estimated by the factory inspectors, or 
that the returns just published by the Poor Law Commissioners are greatly 
exaggerated : both of which conclusions I am inclined to adopt. Certain 
it is that the same machinery is made to work up a larger quantity 
of cotton now than' formerly. It is equally certain that the raw material 
manufactured has only increased 14J per cent, in the last two years; I 
do not therefore see how the alleged increase can have taken place. 

I am, Sir, &c, 

The Dales, September, 1838. W. R. Greg. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 
Religious Instruction in Jamaica. — There are 21 parishes in the 
island, in each of which there is a parish church in connexion with the 
Establishment. There are, besides, 32 chapels of ease in the island, 
and a few licensed places of worship. The number of ordained clergy 
is 61, and of catechists 7. 
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